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IPEd STUDENT PRIZE 

GUIDELINES 2026 
 

The IPEd Student Prize acknowledges excellent work by a student of editing. The prize is 

open to any tertiary-level student enrolled in an editing or publishing program at a New 

Zealand or Australian tertiary institution. The prize is awarded annually for a piece of work 

submitted as part of the requirements for a tertiary-level qualification in editing, publishing, 

or another discipline with a focus on editing.  

 

The Institute of Professional Editors Limited (IPEd) supports and fosters research in editing 

and publishing as part of its broader mission to enhance the profession of editing. The 

objective of the IPEd Student Prize is to support relevant student work and to foster 

relationships between the profession and educational institutions.  

 

THE PRIZE  
The prize package consists of:  

● $500, payable via EFT in Australian dollars 

● one year’s free IPEd membership (either associate or student)  

● one dictionary of your choice from the IPEd list provided (either a one-year subscription 

or a printed copy) 

● one style guide/manual (either a one-year subscription or a printed copy) or book of 

your choice from IPEd’s selected offerings 

● one copy of The Editor’s Companion, by Janet Mackenzie DE 

● a two-day online course from Biotext, “Writing and editing complex content”, valued at 

$594. 

 

ENTRY CATEGORIES  
Entry is open for work completed as part of the student’s course that demonstrates editing 

skills or a project that reflects on issues relevant to the editing profession.  

 

Entries could include:  
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● edited manuscripts (structural or copy edits) for any type of publication (such as book 

chapters, articles, trade publications, blogs, websites or reports)  

● editing portfolios (such as a collection of shorter edited pieces)  

● publishers’ reports or manuscript assessments  

● academic essays and research papers focused on issues relevant to the editing 

profession  

● blog post or article for newspaper/trade publication/website, focused on issues relevant 

to the editing profession.  

 

Students are advised to discuss with their course coordinator the suitability of their 

submission for the IPEd Prize.  

 

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY  
The 2026 IPEd Student Prize is for work submitted for assessment in 2025.  

The prize is open to individual students and teams if the work is the result of a collaborative 

team effort. Teams will need to decide on one team leader to administer their entry. 

 

Submissions must represent the student’s (or team’s) original work. Examples of edited 

work should clearly show the original work and the proposed edits.  

 

Student (or team) entries must have sought and received permissions for all copyright 

material. One submission per student or team is allowed.  

 

The winning entry may be published on IPEd’s website and included in the next IPEd 

Editors Conference delegate satchel. (It may be edited for this purpose. If it is, IPEd’s 

principles for editing theses will apply to the edit.)  

 

ENTRY MATERIALS  
1. Completed entry form  

2. Student project (up to 3500 words); please submit an unmarked version of the project, 

without assessor’s feedback  

3. Assessment instructions and grading criteria  

4. Any relevant supporting material (which could include URLs or EPUB files)  

 

SUBMISSION PROCESS  
1. Create a PDF file that includes the entry form, student project, assessment instructions 

and grading criteria, plus any relevant supporting information using the file name (applicant's 

initials and  surname_IPED Student Prize_2026).  

 

https://www.iped-editors.org/about-editing/editing-research-theses/
https://www.iped-editors.org/about-editing/editing-research-theses/
https://www.iped-editors.org/about-editing/editing-research-theses/
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1Qupwzzt88iXsON5Zzx6NaBFRsopz4JTA8Ld97JXgR3k/edit
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2. Email entry to secretary@iped-editors.org by 5 pm AEST / 7 pm NZST (6 pm AEDT / 8 

pm NZDT) Monday, 10 November 2025.  

 

JUDGING CRITERIA  
The submission should:  

● contain original student work relating to editing and publishing or demonstrating editing 

skills  

● be an outstanding example of student work  

● clearly meet the assessment criteria set by the course being studied  

● be engaging, well presented, well written and well edited.  

 

IPEd will appoint a panel of qualified reviewers to judge the prize, and the results will be 

announced early in 2026. However, please note that if, in the opinion of the judges, none of 

the entries are at the standard required for the award of this prize, no prize will be awarded. 

The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into.  

 

KEY DATES  
 

Entries open  8 September 2025 

Expressions of interest in judging  October 2025 

Entries close  10 November 2025 

Winners announced  First quarter of 2026 

 

 

QUESTIONS?  
If you would like more information, please contact Ann Philpott, the chair of the Standing 

Committee on Awards and Prizes, scap.chair@iped-editors.org. 
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