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Australian editors are poised to take a huge step forward which will lift us to a new level of professionalism. This month the seven societies of editors are voting on two important proposals: to establish the national organisation as a legal entity, and to modify the proposed accreditation scheme to include a copy-editing examination as a first level. Each society is conducting the votes according to its own constitution, and information is available on their websites or direct from their committees. If the proposals are endorsed, we expect that IPEd will be established as a not-for-profit company and the first copy-editing examination will be held before the end of the year. The results and their significance will be discussed at the national conference in Hobart as well as in the newsletters. 

Meanwhile, autumn in the Apple Isle beckons and the conference is on everyone’s mind. Despite their location at the end of the world, the Tasmanians obviously have top-class intellectual connections and have enticed a glittering array of keynote speakers to elaborate on the conference theme, from inspiration to publication: 

· Ramona Koval is an author and a well-known figure on Australian literary scene, especially as the presenter of The Book Show on your ABC. 

· Professor Peter Doherty, who has won a Nobel Prize for his medical research, writes lucidly in the fields of science and education.

· Yvonne Rolzhausen, a senior editor at the Atlantic magazine in the United States, is an authority on the meticulous science of fact-checking. 

· Saul Eslake, the ANZ Bank’s chief economist and chair of the Tasmanian Arts Advisory Board, is a skilful communicator in the often difficult field of corporate and public-sector economics.

This is our third national conference and another great chance to catch up with friends, hear the latest news and learn about matters of vocational interest. The conferences, which are surely essential professional development events, also present rich opportunities for networking and making new contacts, all in a potentially tax-deductible environment. Various social and professional events are being held in conjunction with it, including a BELS examination and Style Council. Unfortunately, it has not been possible to obtain permission to stage a musical adaptation by Nico Muhly of Strunk and White’s The Elements of Style. 
The conference runs from Wednesday evening, 9 May, to Friday, 11 May. It’s easy to register and to book accommodation on the conference website at <www.tas-editors.org.au/conference/conference2007.htm>, or via the link on the IPEd site, <iped-editors.org>.
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