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The Interim Council is making steady progress with the constitution. Currently, it is revising a preliminary draft prepared by a Canberra law firm, Williams Love & Nicol. The task of reconciling our desired arrangements and our passion for plain English with the requirements of the Corporations Law is time-consuming, but we are confident that we will soon have a workable document to put before the membership. The aim is to post the constitution on the website <www.iped-editors.org> for comment by mid-October, a little later than was expected. 

The revised schedule for the constitution will flow on to IPEd’s activities. One result is that the first accreditation examination will probably not be held until mid-2008. Members are assured that they will receive at least four months’ notice of the exam date.

The Accreditation Board is very active in its various areas of responsibility. One task is to draw up guidelines, procedures and cost estimates for smooth functioning of the accreditation scheme. There has been a good response to the issues paper that discussed the pros and cons of offering the accreditation examination on-line, and the board is collating the feedback from members on this topic in order to decide how to proceed.
Meanwhile the Assessors Forum has finalised the answer paper and marking guide for the sample exam that was presented at the national conference in May; thanks to Renée Otmar of Victoria and Paul Bennett of Queensland for their work on this. The sample exam has been posted on the website under Accreditation. Members can download it and have a trial run, and then compare their answers with the ones posted. Members are urged to attend their societies’ workshops that will be held during September and October to discuss their impressions of the sample exam and provide feedback regarding improvements. 

The website <www.iped-editors.org> has gone live in its new version, with improved design and extra features; more content will be added as it becomes available. The upgraded site is much easier both to use and to maintain – thanks and congratulations to Mike Purdy of Canberra who has put in countless hours on it, and to Rosemary Luke of South Australia and Rosemary Noble of Victoria. One feature of the site is an event calendar for listing societies’ training courses and events of interest such as public discussion of editing at writers festivals and on radio. (Recently members have made presentations at the Byron Bay and Melbourne writers’ festivals and appeared on The Book Show on Radio National.) The calendar is compliant with the standard for calendar data exchange and you can subscribe to it as an RSS feed if you want to be notified of new postings. If you have any comments or suggestions about the website, please contact your IPEd delegate.
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