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The beginning of July is the deadline for various activities of the Interim Council and its offshoots. If everyone keeps to their promises, by the time you read this not only will the website be transformed, but it will also contain several new items for you to think about. 
The Communication Working Group and the Website Working Group are collaborating to finalise the revision of the website. The new version will incorporate several new functions and will be much more appealing and easier to use. We hope it will be the channel for communication between IPEd and the members of the societies of editors, as well as presenting a professional image to the general public. 

Following the members’ overwhelming endorsement of the proposal to establish IPEd as a company limited by guarantee, the Interim Council expects to have a draft of the constitution available for comment. Members will then have one month to send their comments on the draft to their IPEd delegate, and the Interim Council will consider the feedback and make any necessary revisions by the end of August. Work is proceeding on a business plan and an indicative budget for the newly incorporated entity.
The Accreditation Board is considering the reaction to its presentation of a sample editing examination at the national conference in Hobart in May. Many participants were concerned at the prospect of a handwritten exam and expressed a strong preference for doing it on screen. The Accreditation Board has prepared an issues paper to explore all the ramifications of moving to an on-screen exam, including an estimate of the extra costs of providing computers and technical assistance. The issues paper will be posted on the IPEd website, and members are encouraged to study it and respond via their Accreditation Board delegate. The Accreditation Board is also collecting information about intentions to sit the exam; so far it seems that most members want to take the first opportunity and hope to sit in 2008.
Meanwhile the Assessors Forum is working on the marking system for the sample editing examination that was presented at the national conference, and both the exam and the answers will be posted on the website. Members are invited to work through the sample exam in their own time. During the second half of the year each society of editors will hold a workshop so members can discuss their impressions of the exam and raise their concerns. The recommendations from these workshops will be taken into account in preparing the actual examination, which is expected to be held in March 2008. 
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