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IPEd is forging ahead on all fronts as the national conference in Hobart in the second week of May looms as a deadline for various projects. 

The delegates to the Interim Council have been working with their society committees to conduct a vote by their members that will endorse the formation of IPEd as a not-for-profit company. By the time you read this the verdict will be known; the early indications are encouraging. The national conference offers the Council a rare chance to talk directly with a large group of individual members, both to hear their concerns and to explain IPEd’s activities, and much thought is being given to the Council’s presentation for the plenary session on Friday, 11 May. 

As with any new organisation, many principles and practices have to be decided. A start has been made on a procedures manual to maintain the consistency and continuity of IPEd’s operations. Drafts have been prepared of various items – position descriptions for delegates and potential employees, policy on reimbursing expenses, guidelines for accreditation – and these documents are being discussed and refined. 

Meanwhile the delegates to the Accreditation Board have been seeking endorsement from the members of the societies for the amended accreditation scheme, which includes a copy-editing examination, and the Accreditation Forum has been drafting, testing and marking a sample exam paper. Once the accreditation scheme becomes established, it is likely that the Board and the Forum will be merged or streamlined; at present, though, there is so much to be done that it is convenient for the Board to handle administrative and financial matters and report to the Council and the societies, while the Forum works on the content and standard of the exam. 
The Education, Training and Mentoring Working Group is surveying training provision in all sectors: higher education, vocational, private providers, societies of editors and industry bodies. The working group has begun drafting an issues paper for circulation to members nationally, which will identify gaps in provision, in terms of sectors, geographical coverage and mode of provision. The issues paper, which will be presented towards the end of the year, will also canvass a proposal for keeping the survey information up to date and a mechanism for working with providers in the future. The group is also investigating models for mentoring schemes. It will report to the conference at the Friday afternoon session on education and training.
The Communications Working Group is collating the results of its survey of clients’ perceptions of editors. It is also supervising the preparation of fliers containing background information on IPEd, assessment and accreditation, which will be placed in the conference satchels. 
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