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Both the Interim Council and the Accreditation Board held very productive face-to-face meetings during February.

Interim Council

The Interim Council unanimously agreed on the wording of a proposal to put to the members of Australian editors societies by 1 May for endorsement. This document will form the basis of IPEd’s constitution when it becomes a legal entity as a not-for-profit company limited by guarantee, which should be accomplished by 30 June. 
The Interim Council reviewed its financial position and methods. It has drafted a policy and streamlined the procedure for one of its main costs, reimbursement of expenditure on meetings, such as airfares, accommodation and catering. An indicative budget is on the website, <iped-editors.org>, under Meeting Minutes, 08/10/06, Attachment 7, and an update will be attached to the minutes of the February meeting when they are posted on the site.

The development of the website is slower than expected. The reason is the pressure of preliminary tasks, such as making the edwiki feature of the website accessible to Macintosh browsers. Macintosh users can now edit edwiki documents if they use the ‘Firefox’ browser, but not Macintosh’s own ‘Safari’ browser.
The Interim Council received a progress report on the national conference, to be held on 9–11 May at Wrest Point, Hobart. Several high-profile guests will introduce a broad and enticing program on three types of editing: science and education; the public sector and corporate publications; and creative writing and fiction. National conferences are always stimulating and enjoyable (perhaps the IPEd Singers will reprise their unforgettable performance) and members who miss out on this one will have to wait for Adelaide in 2009. Registration is easy through the conference website at <tas-editors.org.au/conference2007.htm>, or follow the link from the IPEd site. Associated events include a BELS examination to certify editors in the life sciences; a reception at Government House; a book launch, Editors in Conversation; and workshops on the day following the conference.
Accreditation Board

The Accreditation Board is exploring the effects of the recommendation to introduce a copyediting examination as a first level of accreditation. Since this is a major alteration to the scheme accepted by the membership, a proposal will be put to the members through their societies. Having achieved agreement in principle, the Board will circulate a sample examination paper so that prospective candidates understand what is required. It is hoped that the first examination will be held simultaneously in all capital cities on a Saturday in October this year.
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